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WELCA PURPOSE STATEMENT
As a community of women

created in the image of God,
called to discipleship in Jesus Christ,
and empowered by the Holy Spirit,

We commit ourselves to grow in faith,
affirm our gifts,

support one another in our callings,
engage in ministry and action, and

promote healing and wholeness in the church, 
the society, and the world.
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Board President 
Shirley Connelly

Greetings From the President

Grace and Peace to You!  

Let me first say, I had so much to learn last  year and I thank you for
allowing me the opportunity to do so.  I hope that with what I have  learned and
the support I have  received from so many, that this  year we will accomplish
much, and we will continue to grow as a community of women to do God’s work
and to  grow our membership around the table.

I am happy that we were able to successfully complete our first
“face-to-face convention” in two years. It took a lot of love and hard work and
most importantly, the women of the Southeastern Synod.  The success of any
convention lies with volunteers.  The volunteers from Cluster 2 who hosted the
convention were determined to make the event a success and they did an
outstanding job!  We also had music directors, music ensembles, choir
members,  pastors and worship leaders that volunteered their time to develop,
direct and perform  at our  worship  services.  A special thank you to everyone  from  St. Mark  Lutheran,  in  East
Point, GA,  Dana Lee Smith from Zion, in Guyton, GA and the  our Chaplain  Pastor  Dawn  Bennett of Nashville,
TN. We also thank Harolyn Light from Atonement Lutheran Church in Atlanta for directing our liturgical dance
ministry as well as teaching the liturgical dance workshop at convention.

We were blessed to have numerous  volunteers that assisted with  registration,  printing, disturbing, sorting
and counting ballots; acting as pages, and managing Kathie’s Table, counting, sorting   ballets,  counting,  sorting, 
distributing,  and those managing  Katie’s  table. We also thank the volunteers who lead workshops – the Prayer
Bowl and Table at Delk. There are so many to thank from our wonderful exhibitors and speakers! And of course,
I thank the WELCA  board, our parliamentarian Jennie Mae Smith and the many non-board consultants team
members...”it takes a village.” I say a huge THANK YOU for making this post-Covid convention a success.

It was so heartfelt to see the many attendees and voting members who came to convention. You are why
we do this; we come together to recharge and go back to our circles/ groups filled with the spirit with new ideas
to share with the rest of the women around us.  The board takes your comments and suggestions from the post-
convention surveys very seriously – we read every one and will take them into consideration and address them
to ensure even better conventions  going forward. The board is looking forward to the planning of the next
convention and we have some exciting new ideas  and events planned for our 2023 Convention in Augusta, GA. 

I am excited about attending and visiting the many Spring Cluster meetings planned for 2023. If you could
be at convention, be sure to attend your cluster’s spring meeting. We want to continue the enthusiasm that we
created while “Together at the Table”  and carry  it forward in  everything we do during 2023. Many blessings to
my Southeastern sisters of WELCA!

In This Issue
4 Treasurer’s Report

Triennial Gathering 2023

5 Meet the New Board Members

7 Lutheran World Relief Update

8 Call to Convention 2023 

Together at the Table Recap

6 Kerrmit at Convention

8 Must Ministries In-Kind Donations
RMH Pop-Tab Collection

9 Picture the Convention 
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2022 Treasurer’s Report

Contributions continue to be received daily following the 2022 convention. Over 30 congregations have
responded to the convention budget needs since mid-September. All 2022 will be fulfilled , as begin budgeting for
the next convention in Augusta, GA. 

Convention Giving (as of September 30, 2022)
Convention Offering…….....$2902.50 
Love Offering…………….....$2265 
Katie’s Fund………………...$606 
Silent Auction……………….$1090 
Convention Expenses……...$2155 
LWR Shipping Fund……..…$3645 
Lutheran World Relief……...$265 
Lutheran Disaster Relief.......$450 

A  final convention report and our new approved budget for FY 2023-24 will be published in the next edition
of The Weaver. Clusters and Units are asked to continue to send your regular offerings as well as special
allocations as the Holy Spirit guides to support WELCA’s outreach programs. All contributions received before
January 31, 2023, will be recorded for FY 2022-23. 

The Twelfth Triennial Convention is scheduled for
September 19-21, 2023 with the Gathering immediately
following on September 21-24 in Phoenix, Arizona. The
convention, the highest legislative authority in Women of

the ELCA, will be held at the Sheraton Phoenix
Downtown. Voting members, elected in the 64 synodical
women’s organizations, will conduct the business of the

organization. They will elect leaders for the 2023-2026 triennium, act on memorials from synodical organizations
and resolutions from the floor, approve a budget and much more.

If you registered for the 2020 Triennial and did not get the refund, you are still registered! New registrations
begin on March 1, 2023. This is a great opportunity to be with other faithful women, singing, worshiping, and
learning! Visit welca.org and subscribe to Bold Connections https://www.womenoftheelca.org/publications to stay
informed.

Start collecting your tabs
now for submission in
September 15-17, 2023
in Augusta, Ga!
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Welcome New Board Members

Melodee Davis

Melodee has lived in the
Atlanta area all her life residing in
Decatur, Atlanta, Lawrenceville, and
Lilburn. She is a retired educator
having served in education for over
44 years.  

A lifelong Lutheran, Melodee
has been a member of Trinity
Lutheran Church in Lilburn, Georgia
for 28 years.  She served on
Trinity’s WELCA Unit as Secretary
2017 to 2021.  She currently serves 
as Growth Co-Chair and plans the
unit’s Annual Women’s Retreat.   

Melodee also co-chairs
Trinity’s JUST (Jesus Uses Seniors
Too) Club.  She is a frequent guest
at quilting days and recently has
undertaken an active role in Trinity’s
Back Pack Buddies program.

Melodee has two children,
Patrick and Emily.  

Alice  Schunemann

Alice is a retired legal
assistant. Over the years, she has
been  a Girl Scout Leader, secretary
for the Park and Tree Commission
for the city of Savannah, and
committee chair for Earth Day
celebrations for the Keep Savannah
Beautiful Commission. 

Alice has actively served the
Lord all her life, through ministry
work in Sunday School, choirs, and
Vacation Bible School, She has
served nationally as president of
Lutheran Church Women (LCW);
has been a Cluster Coordinator in 
the SE Synod and served as Voting
Member for SE Synod Assembly
and for ELCA Churchwide
Assembly.

Alice and her husband 
Robert, have been married for 45
years. They have two daughters
and five grandchildren. 

Phyllis Wade

Phyllis moved in December
2021 to Rossville, Georgia, where
she grew up, after living in Florida
for 30 years. She is a member of
A s c e n s i o n  L u t h e r a n  i n
Chattanooga, Tennessee just
across the Georgia/Tennessee
state line. She is semi-retired and
works as a part-time bookkeeper for
an auto repair business.

Phyllis has been active in
WELCA since 1995 serving as
Congregational Unit President,
Treasurer, and Bible Study Leader;
Conference (Cluster) Vice President
and President; and as a Synodical
Women’s Organization (SWO)
Board Member, Treasurer, and
President. She also served on the
Fall Gathering (Convention)
Planning Committee and was
Co-Chair of the 2011, 2012, and
2019 Fall Gatherings.

Phyllis has three children,
seven grandchildren and two
great-grandchildren – all living in
Chattanooga.
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My Adventures at the 2022 WELCA Convention
by Kermit the Frog

After several years of begging, Mimi finally consented to take me to the SES
Women of the ELCA Convention.  How exciting it was!  I frolicked with the ladies and had so
much fun. (My friends are “green” with envy!) 

 I was really psyched about the Saturday night banquet and was all ready to go, but alas,
I was left in the hotel room.  I thought Mimi would return for me, but she never did. I ordered room
service and watched HGTV.Oh, well, maybe I can convince her to take me to convention next
year and let me attend the banquet. (I heard next year, we’ll be near water!)
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August 2022 Total Southeastern Synod Collection

Quilts:  3118 
Personal Care Kits:  2733 
School Kits:  2964 
Baby Care Kits:  790 
Fabric Kits:  67 

Total Weight of all items:  26,898 pounds

Lutheran World Relief - SES 2022 Donations
by Janice Hawkins 

As the ability to meet in-person has steadily increased over the
past year, there has been successful collections at the seven In-
Gathering locations in August 2022.  Collections were below
pre-pandemic levels, donations of Quilts & Kits is expected to rise..  In
August, 55 churches participated – nine of which were non-ELCA and
three were from outside the boundaries of the Southeastern Synod.  

The 2023  In-Gathering locations are listed on the Lutheran World
Relief (LWR) website. LWR does pay for the trucks to come to the sites
and then deliver donations to their warehouse in Maryland, but it is vital
that  congregational units send a donations to the shipping fund directed
to the board treasurer. 

Many thanks are extended to the site coordinators and volunteers
who load the trucks with donations at In-Gathering sites:  Mary Jane
Gray, Tommie Morgan, Joni Donegan, Roberta Stamp, Sandy Gibson,
and Rhonda Gaede! 

The 2022-2023 Quilt & Kit Ministry Guide is free for download from the LWR website or you can order by
phone at 800 597 5972. The kits are valuable for use at your churches, cluster meetings, and as handouts at
service projects.  
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In-Kind Gathering 2023
by Sissy Giffford

I would like to start off by saying it was great seeing everyone
who was able to attend the convention. Coming together again was like
attending a family reunion.  Seeing people you knew but had not seen
since 2019 and meeting new sisters in Christ.  I came away with a
re-newed spirit and desire to continue doing God’s work in the world.  
Thanks to the wonderfully generous women of WELCA we have helped
MUST Ministries do just that.   

When Director Tom Tapp came and picked up the donations on
Sunday, he was surprised with all we had collected.  We filled the back
and the rear seat areas of his SUV with all the gifts that were collected. 
Our Gifts-in-Kind donation consisted of:  771 pairs of socks and 657 undergarments (underwear, t-shirts and bras). 
We also donated the left over items from Katie’s Table (jewelry and scarves).  They were happy to be the
recipients of all these items and will use them in their clothes closet.  Remember their mission is to give people
a helping hand to get on their feet so they can take care of themselves and their family.   

If you are interested in learning more about MUST Ministries, the programs
they offer, how to volunteer, make a donation or read-ing some of their success
stories go to mustministries.org. Now let’s look forward to Augusta where we will
have another deserving organization for our Gifts-in-Kind.  Check the next Weaver
for who that will be and what we will be collecting. 

The Tabs Just Keep on Coming!
by Christeen Yerby

At the 2022 WELCA convention, everyone who
saved, and collected pop tabs in bags, jars and boxes
dropped off their donations to benefit the Ronald McDonald
House (RMH).Over 150 pounds of pop tabs were collected
in the WELCA Ronald McDonald House, built by Board
President Shirley Connelly. 

Ronald McDonald House programs, located
near top children’s hospitals, are a home away from home
that provide comfort, support and resources to families who
travel far from home for the medical care their child needs.
Parents can stay close to their hospitalized child and

benefit from the comforts of
home without incurring hotel
and food costs.

After convention the
collected pop tabs were 
delivered the Ronald McDonald
House in Atlanta located near
Egleston Children’s Hospital.The donated tabs will be recycled and the proceeds will
be given to the Ronald McDonald House programs to benefit families everywhere.
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TOGETHER AT THE TABLE
2023 Convention Pictorial
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CALL TO CONVENTION 2023 

The Women of the Southeastern Synod of the ELCA are heading to Augusta, Georgia in 2023 for our 35th
Annual Convention to be held at the Augusta Marriott at the Convention Center right along the Riverwalk in
downtown Augusta. There is so much to do within walking distance of the Hotel and Convention Center and of
course, there is golfing galore in the Augusta area (The Masters is held there in the spring, so invite your spouses
to come too!)    

Hotel  reservations should be made directly with the Augusta Marriott by calling  1-888-236-2427.  You must
register no later than September 1 to receive the posted rate of $145.00 per night. Rooms will be released after
September 1.  If you prefer to book your room online click on this link:  Book your group rate for 35th Southeastern
SYNOD Women of the ELCA Convention Sep2023 .  Parking facilities are owned by the City of Augusta and
guests staying will be charged $7.00 per day/night to their room portfolio.

There are several general scholarships of $100 that may be used toward your registration fee. There is also
the Whitney Hill Memorial Fund which provides $100 for a young woman 35 or under, and the Caroline P.
Gammell Memorial Fund for a woman over the age of 65. Scholarships are awarded on a first-come, first-served
basis. The deadline to apply for a scholarship is July 1, 2023. Please contact Board President, Shirley Connelly
at slconnelly@gmail.com for an application. Names and information submitted for scholarships are kept strictly
confidential.  

Each congregational or special unit of the Southeastern Synod Women of the ELCA is entitled to one voting
member. It is very important that all congregations be represented as we conduct the business of our organization. 
This year SES-WELCA will be electing a president, treasurer, and three board members. Amendments to the
bylaws now allows up to two people from the same congregation to serve on the board, if one serves as an officer,
and one serves as a board member.Nomination forms, registration forms, voting member responsibilities and
convention posters are all availabe on the website at seswelca.weebly.com. 
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Need help setting up a ZOOM meeting for
your cluster or congregational unit?  Or
maybe you want to hold a monthly Bible
Study like Cluster 3 or start a craft
workshop? 

SES WELCA  has a ZOOM account which
is available to congregational units,
clusters or synodical committees. Send a
R e q u e s t  f o r m  ( a v a i l a b l e  a t
seswelca.weebly.com. ZOOM Coordinator,
Christeen Yerby, at cyerby@bellsouth.net. 
She will schedule the meeting  and send
you the link to invite others to your event.

 2023 SPRING CLUSTER MEETINGS
*These are the latest dates we have at publication.  

Please contact your host church and/or your cluster leaders
 to confirm updates on actual meeting dates.

CLUSTER DATE HOST CONGREGATION BOARD
LIAISON

1 - Ebenezer
April 22, 2023 Lutheran Church of the

Resurrection 
Augusta, GA

Kat Julius

2 - Good News
March 18, 2023 Grace Lutheran

Carrollton, GA
Diana Palma

3 - Trinity
May 5-6-7, 2023 Retreat at Lutheranch

Tallapoosa, GA
Christeen Yerby

4 - Magi
March 11, 2023 Community of Grace

Grayson, GA
Melodee Davis

5 - Mission
Alice
Schunemann

6 - Agape
April 22, 2023 Grace Lutheran

Oakridge, TN
Beth Drane

7 - Diaspora
March 4, 2023 St Marks Lutheran

Huntsville, AL
Phyllis Wade

8 - The King
April 22, 2023 St Timothy

Hendersonville, TN
Barb Miller

9 - Gulf Coast
April 22, 2023 Holy Trinity

Mobile, AL
Sissy Gifford
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The Weaver is published four times per year. The cost of a one-year mail subscription is $10.00 or you may
subscribe for the FREE email version contacting the Managing Editor at louise@iconis.com       

Send your subscription order with checks made payable to: Southeastern Synod Women of the ELCA for the hard
copy version to the address shown above.  
 

The Weaver Subscription Request Form
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Thank you for your continued support! 


