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reflecting on how God uses community and 
gatherings over meals to not only celebrate the 
gifts he’s given us in the food, but also to invite 
us to delve into a deeper relationship with him.  

Throughout the bible, Jesus comes to 
people in mealtimes. We see him break bread 
with his friends and disciples, with strangers 
and tax collectors; he preaches and performs 
miracles at meals turning water into wine and 
feeding 5000 people; on the road to Emmaus, 
Jesus walked and talked with his disciples all 
day, but they only recognized him as their rabbi, 
after he broke bread and gave thanks; and of 
course, the most sacred meal of all, the Last 
Supper. The imagery of being fed is not lost on 
me, Jesus fed his followers spiritually; he invited 
those he dined with to learn from him about the 
Grace and Mercy of our heavenly father; he 
taught us “Man cannot live on bread 
alone,” [Matthew 4:4] and in the breaking of the 
bread, gave us the promise of eternal life. Food 
is such a powerful image and such an important 
part of life. In Maslow’s hierarchy of needs, food 
is at the bottom of the pyramid, it is the founda-
tion, before we can focus on safety or communi-
ty or growth or love - at a minimum, we must 
have food. I am the bread of life. Whoever comes 
to me will never be hungry again. Whoever be-
lieves in me will never be thirsty.” [John 6:35] 

I don’t know about you, but I find that 
food always tastes better when it’s shared. When 
my daughter went away to college, I distinctly 
remember her lamenting eating alone in the din-
ing hall; I remember being a little concerned 
she’d skip lunch if she couldn’t find a friend or 
try to live off PB&Js in her dorm room. There is 
joy in sharing a meal with others, whether it’s a 
thanksgiving feast or hors d’oeuvres and wine 
for a devotional group, there’s a magic that hap-
pens around a table that just isn’t there when 
you’re eating left over spaghetti over the sink. 
For me, faith is like that too. There is joy found 
in church, excitement on Sunday morning when 
they play your favorite hymn, mysticism and 

Reflections of  

the President 

By 

Shirley 

Connelly 

Over the last few years, my husband and 
I have been part of a small group ministry at 
Trinity called ‘Wine & Word’. As a group, we se-
lect a book to read over the course of the year, 
reading a chapter or so between meetings and 
coming together to discuss the text over a glass 
of wine… or two. We meet monthly and rotate 
hosts and settings, each taking turns to welcome 
our community into our home, with a common 
theme of over preparing hors d’oeuvres and de-
serts. After a few moments of conversation and 
catching up over a wine tasting and some snack 
food fan-favorites, we spend the rest of our 
evening delving into the word, discussing what 
we each took away from it and relating it to our 
own individual faith experiences. Our evening 
ends with a word of prayer and a divvying up of 
wine and treats to take home, renewed from this 
fellowship, to face the week ahead. This devo-
tional group has become such a significant part 
of my spiritual life, celebrating with each other 
as we see prayers answered, supporting each 
other when life goes how it does sometimes. As 
with all things, over time our little community 
has changed in size and shape, as we bid fare-
well to members who move away and welcome 
new friends to the circle.  
 Throughout the years, we’ve read books 
on a variety of subjects; I have been challenged 
by and learned so much about the life of Jesus, 
the Hebrew language, delving deeper into scrip-
ture and spirituality.  Our current book is "Table 
Grace: The Role of Hospitality In the Christian 
Life" by Douglas Webster.  I am loving this 
book! It has been a joy to read and I find myself 
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POWER in Lenten evening prayers, and new 
meaning found in your neighbor’s perspective of 
the text.   

COVID has changed what community 
looks like, and what church looks like. Worship-
ing online might feel a little like eating left over 
spaghetti at the sink. Along with worship, at 
Trinity, we went fully virtual to stop the spread 
and keep each other safe, which of course in-
cluded our Wine & Word group. While our virtu-
al gatherings felt different, it was so reassuring 
having these friends and this routine. If your 
faith life looks and feels different these days, 
consider sharing a virtual meal with members in 
your congregation. It may feel silly at first but 
it’s not as silly as continuing to eat leftovers sink
-side. There’s magic in food, Jesus knew it, just 
like there’s magic in community. So, find a devo-
tional or a book about the spirituality of wine, 
make a plate of your favorite finger food, and use 
our WELCA Zoom to continue to share the peace 
and love of God through food, community, word, 
and maybe a glass of wine.  
 Peace be with you, and bon appetite!  

   
Board Updates 

Karen Andrews’ term as Treasurer comes 
to an end as of January 31, 2022.  The Board 
would like to extend our thanks to Karen for her 
outstanding work as Treasurer during her term. 
She will be greatly missed since not only will she 
no longer be on the Synod Board but she has 
since moved and no longer resides in the South-
eastern Synod.  Karen is a lovely person and has 
blessed us with her presence and her grace.  I 
personally have enjoyed her company and her 
wise counsel on the board and will miss her very 
much.  Please thank Karen for her service. 

Diana Palma has graciously accepted the 
appointment to fill the term of Treasurer to the 
Board of the Women of ELCA Southeastern Syn-
od.  Diana has served on our Board for the past 
two years as a General board member and has 
been an excellent asset to our team and is a joy 
to work with, she adds a great deal of enthusi-
asm to everything she does and I know she will 
bring that excitement to the role of Treasurer 
and be an asset to the Executive team too!   Ad-
ditionally she has prior experience in the area of 
treasurer. 

Kat Julius has been appointed to the Syn-
od Board as an addition to the General board.  
Kat comes to us from the Gulf Coast Cluster and 

is a member of Triumphant Cross, Dothan AL.  
She is Vice President of her Congregational Unit 
and also serves on the Worship committee and 
Outreach committee at her church.  Additionally 
she volunteers at a food bank, a soup kitchen 
and other local community service projects and 
finds time to work as an online adjunct profes-
sor and office manager for a small practice. I 
look forward to getting to know Kat.  Please wel-
come Kat to the Board. 

I’m proud of the work we have completed 
thus far planning the convention while meeting 
in December. I think you will be excited when 
you learn who we hope to have on our agenda 
this year to help us get connected together 
again. Everyone on the board had something to 
contribute in the planning and design of the 
convention and our thoughts continue to find 
creative ways that we can connect together 
again.    

We invite you to share ideas about con-
necting with each other with the board and 
maybe we can incorporate them into our con-
vention…. or into a cluster meeting … or into a 
zoom event. 

Thank you for all your prayers for the 
board.  Blessings to you and your families for a 
healthy and happy 2022!  
  

 

Katherine   

“Kat” Julius 
 
 
 

As to a bit of per-
sonal info on me, I’m a widow who was blessed 
to share over 20 years with my “match” from 
God. While I continue to miss him, I smile daily 
when thinking of my grown grandchildren who 
are leading amazing lives. Each one fills me with 
the human trait of pride, and I pray daily for 
their safety and continued blessings in God’s 
awesome world. 

I will be a Pittsburgh Steelers’ fan as long 
as I breathe. I grew up in Pittsburgh and have 
followed the team wherever I have lived which 

Meet Our New  

Board  Member 
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has included Los Angeles, Ft. Lauderdale and 
now Dothan, Alabama. 

Upon my arrival in Dothan in 2007, I 
joined Triumphant Cross Lutheran Church and 
was again blessed with an amazing Christian 
family. Participation in our church WELCA has 
led me to this board position. I’m both honored 
and a tad anxious as I hope to serve as best as 
I’m able to help continue our group to grow and 
meet again to share Christ face-to-face. Howev-
er, we will carry on no matter what the circum-
stances with His support and guidance.  
 

Atlanta Ronald McDonald 

House Charities 

By Christeen Raines Yerby 

 

The mission of the Atlanta Ronald 
McDonald House Charities (ARMHC) “is to nur-
ture the health and well-being of children and 
families.”  The ARMHC gives families with a sick 
child what they need most – each other.  The 
Ronald McDonald House Charities envisions a 
world where all children have access to medical 
care and that their families are actively involved 
in their medical care. ARMHC provides a home 
away from home for families of children receiv-
ing care at local hospitals.   

According to RHMC the houses are 
placed in communities to focus on the health of 
the child. They do that by providing a place for 
families to be close to the medical facilities that 
are providing treatment for a child with an ill-
ness or injury.   

Since 1979, Atlanta Ronald McDonald 
House Charities have been keeping families 
close when it matters most.  ARMHC has served 
over 50,000 families since the first house was 
built in Atlanta. There are two ARMHC in the 
Atlanta area.  The houses are located at 795 
Gatewood Rd NE near Children’s Healthcare of 
Atlanta at Egleston and 5420 Peachtree Dun-
woody Rd near Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta 
at Scottish Rite.   Atlanta has a 43-year history of 
supporting the ARMHC. The first Ronald 

McDonald House was built in Philadelphia in 
1974.   

RMHC and the ARMHC are funded pri-
marily by the generous support of individuals, 
businesses and organizations like WELCA.  The 
ARMHC asks families for nominal fees, but no 
one is turned away because of the lack of ability 
to pay. The Houses are supported by donations 
and volunteers.   

WELCA has proudly supported RMHC by 
collecting pop tabs.  Everyone in the family can 
get involved in collecting pop tabs.  It’s a great 
way to teach kids about philanthropy and recy-
cling while raising funds to help families.  Each 
of us can collect tabs at home then donate at a 
local church or school which in turn can donate 
to RMHC.  

The program can bring in an average of 
$6000 each year.  The pop tabs can provide rev-
enue that can help make up for donations that 
families are not able to make. Aluminum Tabs 
can be pulled from cans of soda pop, energy 
drinks or other canned foods or anything with 
an aluminum tab.  The tabs must be aluminum. 
You can test your tabs against your refrigerator 
magnets.  If they don’t stick, then they are ac-
ceptable to donate.   

Please consider asking your church, 
school, or group to start a Pop Tab Collection to 
donate to the Atlanta Ronald McDonald House 
Charities.  It can be a great way to help a charity 
during the pandemic. 

OUR PURPOSE 

“As a community of women  
created in the image of God, 
called to discipleship in Jesus 
Christ, and empowered by the  

Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves 
to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, 

support one another in our  
callings, engage in ministry and 
action, and promote healing and 

wholeness in the church, the  
society, and  the world.” 
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 As members of WELCA we all know what 
Katie’s Table is.  Every Synod raises money by 
selling merchandise at Katie’s Table during con-
ventions.  The money goes into an endowment 
which was established in 1997 in honor of 
Katharina Von Bora Luther a remarkable wom-
an and the wife of Martin Luther.   Some of you 
may be like I was and did not know what an en-
dowment was.  It is a word you have heard but 
may not be sure about how it works.  An endow-
ment is an investment account where you do not 
touch the principle, but you use the interest to-
ward the purpose set forth by the organizers.  
When we send in the proceeds from Katie’s Ta-
ble it increases the amount of the principle 
which is over 1 million.   

The goal of Katie’s Fund is to raise up 
Bold Women leaders in the church.  The fund 
supports ministry in 3 areas: leadership devel-
opment, global connections and living theology.  
These areas are of great importance to the mis-
sion of WELCA: mobilizing women to act boldly 
on their faith in Jesus Christ, by representing 
ministries that prepare, nurture, and sustain 
participants in this cause. 
 So, when you donate goods to sell or buy 
items off Katie’s Table, you are doing your part 
in keeping this fund alive and providing the 
means to help other Bold Women achieve the 
calling that Christ has put upon their hearts. 
  
  

By Louise Iconis 

There are ten $100 general scholarships 
available from the synodical board on an as-
needed basis to be used toward your convention 
registration. Please note that the scholarships 
are awarded on a first-come, first-served basis.  
Names and information will be kept confiden-
tial.  Applications can be downloaded from our 
website www.seswelca.com or emailed to you by 
request from our president, Shirley Connelly, at 
slconnelly@gmail.com.   

There is also a $100 scholarship from the 
Caroline Gammell Memorial Fund for a woman 
over 65 and a $100 scholarship from the Whit-
ney Hill Memorial Fund for a young woman un-
der 35.   

Donations can be made any time during 
the year to our general scholarship fund or to 
one of the memorial funds, which will allow even 
more women to attend our convention.  Or you 
can start a new scholarship in honor or memory 
of someone. Just send your check, made payable 
to SESWELCA, to our synodical treasurer and 
designate which scholarship you would like to 
contribute to or make a note of who you would 
like to honor or memorialize. 

 
Diana Palma, Treasurer 
312 Honey Locust Court 

Peachtree City, GA 30269 
palmadbmax@gmail.com   

By 

Sissy 

Gifford 
Katie’s Table  

 

 

UPCOMING BOARD  

MEETINGS  

 

April 29-May 1, 2022 
Hilton Atlanta/Marietta Hotel,  

Marietta, GA 
Pre-convention 

September 15 & 16, 2022 
Post-convention 

September 18, 2022 
Hilton Atlanta/Marietta Hotel,  

Marietta, GA 
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Happy New Year! We have come through 
another year victorious yet so many people we 
know and love did not, and I pray for their fami-
lies. Although we continue to suffer through a 
pandemic, you have been faithful in your giving 
and commitment to your SES WELCA ministry! 
As I end my tenure as your treasurer, I am 
grateful to have met and communicated with so 
many of you. You have been patient and kind 
and you are a great group of strong women, and 
I was honored to work with you! I wish each of 
you and your families a happy, safe, and blessed 
2022. 
Treasurer’s Report (as of November 30, 2021) 

Love Offering                                 $2048.00 
In Kind (MUST Ministries)        $1410.00  
(this does not include gift cards) 
LWR Shipping                                $3128.14 
In Memoriam of Hilton Austin   $395.00  

  One way to celebrate on your own is to 
reflect on the question, “Who have been the bold 
women in my life?” Use Journaling: Create Your 
Own Sacred Writing as a guide in putting your 
reflections in written form. Make a gift to Katie’s 
Fund (welca.org/katiesfund) in honor of a bold 
woman who has inspired you. If you can, let her 
know what a difference she made in your life. Or 
invite her out to lunch and tell her why you 
think she’s bold. 
 Resources are available at https://
www.womenoftheelca.org/wp-content/
uploads/2018/12/2019BWDresource.pdf, to as-
sist with planning your Bold Women’s Day cele-
bration at your congregations. 

#IAMABOLDWOMAN. Are you? 
 

Spiritual Gifts Assessment 

By Louise Iconis 

Just as each one has received a gift, use 

it to serve one another as good stewards 

of the varied grace of God.  1 Peter 4:10 

 Each one of us has several spiritual gifts 
that come from God and are received through 
the Holy Spirit. It can be exciting to discover 
your gifts and knowing them is essential for 
your work in the body of Christ, especially with-
in our congregational units, clusters, and synod-
ical organizations. 
 The ELCA offers an online (or printable) 
Spiritual Gifts Assessment tool, a quick survey 
you can take to identify your spiritual gifts. The 
assessment has 60 questions that will help you 
discern your gifts.  Be honest with your answers 
and let the Holy Spirit guide you.   
 To take the assessment online or to print 
the forms, just go to https://www.elca.org/Our-
Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Faith-
Practices/Spiritual-Renewal/Assessment-Tools 

Treasurer’s  

Report 

By  

Karen  

Andrews,  

Treasurer 

NEW TREASURER’S  

INFORMATION 

Please send all future offerings to  

our new treasurer: 

Diana Palma 

312 Honey Locust Court 

Peachtree City, GA 30269 

palmadmbmax@gmail.com  

Bold Women’s Day 
February 27, 2022 

By Bernice Bland 
 

 Bold Women’s Day, the fourth Sunday of 
February, is set aside to publicly recognize wom-
en who boldly tell their stories of faith in the 
workplace, family home, or community.  These 
bold women include Women of the ELCA as well 
as women who are part of the larger community. 
Through their boldness they, with their unceas-
ing prayers, in advocacy, or through their hospi-
tality, are about living their baptismal call as dis-
ciples of Christ.   

https://www.womenoftheelca.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/2019BWDresource.pdf
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/2019BWDresource.pdf
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/2019BWDresource.pdf
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Faith-Practices/Spiritual-Renewal/Assessment-Tools
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Faith-Practices/Spiritual-Renewal/Assessment-Tools
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Faith-Practices/Spiritual-Renewal/Assessment-Tools
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By Diana Palma 

Due to the isolation of the past two years, 
we may have all experienced frustrating mo-
ments of our instinctive needs to support wom-
en in the world around us.  In this issue, I want 
to share a reminder and update of our role as 
Women of the ELCA where we may find ways to 
restart our social outreach efforts if they have 
been stalled.  On the ELCA website one of two 
Major areas of Social Justice for Women in the 
ELCA is Human trafficking.  The statement is as 
follows:    

“This is the second largest and fastest 
growing illegal trade in the world, depriving 
millions of their freedom and dignity. Within 
this vast trade of human lives, women and girls 
account for 70 to 80 percent of all humans traf-
ficked worldwide.  According to the U.S. De-
partment of State, between 12.3 and 27 million 
people are trafficked worldwide at any time. 
That's approximately the total population (27 
million) of Texas and Louisiana. The United Na-
tions Office on Drugs and Crimes estimates the 
total value of human trafficking to be $32 bil-
lion. That's roughly the gross domestic product 
of Guatemala.  Therefore, the ELCA not only 
attends to ending human trafficking and caring 
for survivors, it also addresses root causes of 
trafficking, such as poverty, hunger, and sex-
ism. You can participate in ending human traf-
ficking and help raise awareness about it in your 
congregation and community! 

Take action: 

• Report suspicious activity related to human 
trafficking at 1-888-373-7888. Hotline call 

specialists are available 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week, 365 days a year to take reports 
from anywhere in the country related to po-
tential trafficking victims, suspicious behav-
iors, and/or locations where trafficking is 
suspected to occur. All reports are confiden-
tial. Interpreters are available. 

• Study the ELCA's "Social Message on Com-
mercial Sexual Exploitation" to learn more 
about how this church  addresses commercial 
sexual exploitation from a Lutheran faith 
perspective. Study questions and activities 
are also provided. 

• Read about the United States Department of 
State's Office to Monitor and Combat Traf-
ficking in Persons. Learn about victim pro-
tection, prosecution of traffickers, prevention 
and anti-trafficking programs. You can also 
read their annual "Trafficking in Persons Re-
port" (commonly called the "TIP Report") 
about the actions countries are taking to 
combat trafficking in persons. 

• Call or write to your congressional leaders, 
urging them to take a strong stand on anti-
trafficking and protection for survivors. To 
find your elected officials, visit the ELCA Ad-
vocacy page. 

• Support ELCA World Hunger and their work 
to address the root causes of hunger, which 
include poverty, racism, and sexism. 

• Connect with Cherish All Children, a national 
Lutheran ministry of prayer, education, rela-
tionship-building, and action to prevent child 
sexual exploitation, a form of human traffick-
ing. The heart of Cherish All Children is in 
congregations, where leaders work in teams 
to pray, speak, and act on behalf of children 
in the congregation and community. 

• Raise awareness in your community and 
work with other religious and secular part-
ners to end human trafficking in your com-
munity. Learn more about human trafficking 
in our resources. “ 

This past Advent, Lutheran Church of the 
Redeemer, Atlanta member, Sharon Jeffries, cre-
ated the stunning quilt entitled “Lutheranch 
Leaves.” She donated the quilt for a virtual silent 
auction to benefit the girls of Wellspring Living. 
Wellspring Living is one of the support organiza-
tions that has successfully grown in the Atlanta 
area at providing effective support for victims of 
human trafficking.  The winning bid supported 
the girls (ages 12-17) in Wellspring Living’s Girls 
Residential Program.   

https://www.unodc.org/
https://www.unodc.org/
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/Commercial-Sexual-Exploitation
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/Commercial-Sexual-Exploitation
https://www.state.gov/bureaus-offices/under-secretary-for-civilian-security-democracy-and-human-rights/office-to-monitor-and-combat-trafficking-in-persons/
https://www.state.gov/bureaus-offices/under-secretary-for-civilian-security-democracy-and-human-rights/office-to-monitor-and-combat-trafficking-in-persons/
https://www.state.gov/bureaus-offices/under-secretary-for-civilian-security-democracy-and-human-rights/office-to-monitor-and-combat-trafficking-in-persons/
https://www.state.gov/reports/2019-trafficking-in-persons-report/
https://www.state.gov/reports/2019-trafficking-in-persons-report/
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Publicly-Engaged-Church/Advocacy
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Publicly-Engaged-Church/Advocacy
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/ELCA-World-Hunger
http://www.cherishallchildren.org/home
https://elca.org/Resources/Justice-for-Women#Humantrafficking
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Please share any programs your women’s 
groups have been supporting while we have 
been separated from our common ways of shar-
ing in your 2022 spring cluster meeting reports.  
Then we can include in future issues of the 

WEAVER!  

 

From the Editor:  

As I was inserting this article into the WEAVER, 

an email came through about a new post on hu-

man trafficking on the blog at the wom-

enoftheelca.org website. It seemed apropos that it 

came at this particular moment. I hope that you 

will go to https://www.womenoftheelca.org/blog/

post/join-with-women-of-the-elca-to-end-human-

trafficking?fbclid=IwAR0aZO0trOCIwn2SD-

c7N5DBkgGrnmlpGf6YkUzeoLaalVlbr5464ydas5I  

and read it as well as all the other links in this 

article. 

 

By Beth Drane 

Church Women United (CWU) is a na-
tional ecumenical Christian women's movement 
representing Protestant, Roman Catholic, Ortho-
dox and other Christian women. CWU was 
founded as a racially, culturally, theologically, 
inclusive Christian women’s movement to cele-
brate unity and diversity and work for peace in 
the world. Founded in 1941, as the United Coun-
cil of Church Women (UCCW).  

Women of faith from three interdenomi-
national women’s groups representing 70 de-
nominations convened in Atlantic City, New Jer-
sey in December,1941 while bombs were being 
dropped in the world was at war.  UCCW’s first 
action was to circulate a petition signed by 
84,000 church women urging the United States 
at the signing of the United Nations Charter to 
join and take it full responsibility in a world or-
ganization.  

The action received wide publicity in the  
media and Eleanor Roosevelt later involved the 
UCCW in a conference at the White House on 
“How Women May Share in Post War Policy 
Making”. Such action remains typical for CWU 
today, as its quest for information, prayerful ac-
tion continues. Women of the movement affirm 
that prayer and action are inseparable and that 
both have immeasurable influence in the world. 

Since that first meeting in 1941, Women 
of the CWU movement have held a vision 
of Christian unity and prayerful action. CWU has 
1,200 local and state units in the United States 
and Puerto Rico. 
  For local units and more information 
visit www.churchwomenunited.net   

Remember to join Lutheran Women in  

TUESDAY PRAYER AT NOON 

https://www.womenoftheelca.org/wp-

content/uploads/2020/03/prayer2020fi.pdf 

https://www.womenoftheelca.org/blog/post/join-with-women-of-the-elca-to-end-human-trafficking?fbclid=IwAR0aZO0trOCIwn2SD-c7N5DBkgGrnmlpGf6YkUzeoLaalVlbr5464ydas5I
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/blog/post/join-with-women-of-the-elca-to-end-human-trafficking?fbclid=IwAR0aZO0trOCIwn2SD-c7N5DBkgGrnmlpGf6YkUzeoLaalVlbr5464ydas5I
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/blog/post/join-with-women-of-the-elca-to-end-human-trafficking?fbclid=IwAR0aZO0trOCIwn2SD-c7N5DBkgGrnmlpGf6YkUzeoLaalVlbr5464ydas5I
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/blog/post/join-with-women-of-the-elca-to-end-human-trafficking?fbclid=IwAR0aZO0trOCIwn2SD-c7N5DBkgGrnmlpGf6YkUzeoLaalVlbr5464ydas5I
http://www.churchwomenunited.net
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/prayer2020fi.pdf
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/prayer2020fi.pdf
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2021 – 2022 CLUSTER LEADERS 
Thank you, ladies for your willingness to serve our organization as 

cluster leaders! 
LEGEND  C - Coordinator    R - Recorder    M - Member At Large 

CLUSTER 1 – Ebenezer 

C    

R    

M    

CLUSTER 2 – Good N.E.W.S. 

C Kathy Seraphine kathleenseraphine@gmail.com 770-971-7654 

R Debbie Lundell debrallundell@comcast.net 770-815-8918 

M Annelle Colevins  acolevin@westga.edu  770-834-7056  

CLUSTER 3 – Trinity 

C Linda Few fewbaby@bellsouth.net 404-556-5858 

R Louise Iconis louise@iconis.com 404-769-8253 

M Hollis Williams willholl@bellsouth.net 770-845-2017 

CLUSTER 4 – Magi 

C Alice Schuemann schuemann@gmail.com 912-965-0615 

R Terri Lange trlange@bellsouth.net 770-845-0958 

M Margery Kellar Margery.kellar@gmail.com 404-803-9404 

CLUSTER 5 – Mission 

C    

CLUSTER 6 – Agape 

C Donna Hoglund 
donna.hoglund40@gmail.com
  

931-248-5101 

R Debbie Hampstead dhampste@utk.edu 865-963-2840 

M Patty Harmon Harmon.patty@gmail.com 865-300-9850 

CLUSTER 7 – Diaspora 

C Roberta Stamp roberta.stamp@gmail.com 205-410-4721 

R Paula McMillan pfmp139@gmail.com 205-854-1462 

M Kathy Sieja dksieja@comcast.net 256-508-2212 

CLUSTER 8 – The King 

C Dian Luffman dianluff@gmail.com 615-712-3244 

R Maureen Garrett mmemechante@gmail.com 931-580-0615 

M Jen Yamin jenbyamin@comcast.net 615-512-7806 

CLUSTER 9 – Gulf Coast 

C Linda Johnson lsjohnson1911@hotmail.com 504-433-4768 

C Ingrid Miscavage dragonslair51@aol.com 228-380-2918 

R    

M Betty Wilson bmwilson521@yahoo.com 228-436-3472 

mailto:kathleenseraphine@gmail.com
mailto:debrallundell@comcast.net
mailto:fewbaby@bellsouth.net
mailto:louise@iconis.com
mailto:schuemann@gmail.com
mailto:trlange@bellsouth.net
mailto:Margery.kellar@gmail.com
mailto:donna.hoglund40@gmail.com
mailto:dhampste@utk.edu
mailto:roberta.stamp@gmail.com
mailto:pfmp139@gmail.com
mailto:dksieja@comcast.net
mailto:dianluff@gmail.com
mailto:mmemechante@gmail.com
mailto:jenbyamin@comcast.net
mailto:lsjohnson1911@hotmail.com
mailto:dragonslair51@aol.com
mailto:bmwilson521@yahoo.com
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Shall We Gather? 

By Barbara Miller 

The Gather magazine 
is for Faith and Action.  It is 
about committed women 
who study about hope, faith, 
and love.  In each issue there 
is a Bible study and the lead-
ership guide.  The women at 
our church use the Bible 
study weekly.  The study has 
opening prayer, closing pray-
er, and hymn sugges-
tion.  After the Bible study there are questions 
about the readings. 
 The contributors are Pastors, authors of 
best-selling books, and Christian women who 
love sharing stories.  Gather is published 10 
times a year with combined issues in January/
February and July/August. A print subscription 
is $19.95 a year. Digital access (computer, iPad, 
Android) is free to print subscribers. Please start 
your subscription to Gather today.  Call 1-844-
409-0576 or visit www.gathermagazine.org .    

2022 SPRING CLUSTER MEETINGS 

Cluster Leaders will be in contact with details for the meetings. 

Cluster     Date Host Congregation Board Liaison 

  
1 – EBENZER 

  
TBD 

   
Kat Julius 

  
2 - GOOD N.E.W.S 

  
March 19 

 
Holy Trinity, Marietta, GA 

 
Gloria Martin 

  
3 - TRINITY 

  
March 26 

  
ZOOM 10:00-12:00 

  
Christeen Yerby 

  
4 - MAGI 

  
March 26 

Community of Grace,  
Grayson, GA 

  
Bernice Bland 

  
5 - MISSION 

  
March 19 

  
ZOOM 

  
Louise Iconis 

  
6 - AGAPE 

  
March 26 

ZOOM 10:00-12:00 
Grace, Oakridge, TN 

  
Beth Drane 

  
7 - DIASPORA 

  
March 12 

 
ZOOM 10:30-12:00 

  
Diana Palma 

  
8 – THE KING 

  
April 30, 

  
Christ, Nashville, TN 

  
Barb Miller 

  
9 – GULF COAST 

  
April 23 

  
Grace, Gulf Shores, AL 

  
Sissy Gifford 

TRIENNIAL 2023 

 The Triennial Gathering is currently 
scheduled for September 21-24, 2023 in Phoe-
nix, Arizona. There are no more details to report 
at this time. We are encouraged to vis-
it welca.org and subscribe to Bold Connections, 
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/publications, to 

stay informed.   

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

To mobilize women to act boldly  

on their faith in Jesus Christ. 

http://welca.org/
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/publications


Page 10 - February 2022                                                                                     The Southeastern Weaver   

 

       Many of us, as young girls, looked forward 
to the start of menstruation. It may have repre-
sented maturing into womanhood. Some of us 
were excited to share the news with our best 
friends. 

Let’s envision how different this experi-
ence may have been if no one ever taught you 
about menstruation, or if you had to miss 
school/work because you did not have proper 
menstrual supplies, or even worse, if menstrual 
taboos and myths made you feel ashamed of 
your body. More than 500million women, girls, 
and menstruators worldwide face this situation 
today. This is called Period Poverty. Period Pov-
erty is a term used to describe the struggle that 
many girls and women face because they lack 
access to adequate menstrual health manage-
ment supplies and education. This condition can 
have serious consequences. 
The impact of Period Poverty 

The lack of safe, affordable period prod-
ucts and safe convenient facilities with soap and 
water, menstruators in many countries may ex-
perience the following in their lifetime: health 
challenges (physical and mental), stigmatiza-
tion, school and work absenteeism. 
The Days for Girls Solution 

Days for Girls is an organization that pro-
vides holistic menstrual health education, in-
creases access to menstrual products, trains So-
cial Entrepreneurs and advances global men-
strual equity through partnerships with govern-
ments and health coalitions. 

Many of us 
have had the oppor-
tunity to sew the 
feminine hygiene 
pads and pack kits 
for Days for Girls. 
WELCA Units may 
continue to help by 
joining already estab-
lished chapters of 
Days for Girls, donat-
ing money, and collecting supplies for DFG Kits. 
Additional information may be found on their 
website at  http://www.daysforgirls.org   

  DAYS FOR 
    GIRLS  

 
Every Girl. Everywhere. Period. 

  

By 

Gloria 

Martin 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

By Louise Iconis 

 Are you still not comfortable getting to-
gether for a cluster meeting or maybe a  Bible 
Study within your own congregation?  No prob-
lem!  Our synodical organization has a Zoom ac-
count which makes it very easy for you to meet 
online.   

      Many of you joined us for our convention 
on Zoom last September. And our synodical 
board meets virtually most of the time.  Granted 
there are always some glitches but the more you 
use Zoom the better you get!  Cluster 3 has been 
meeting monthly for a Bible Study led by Linda 
Few for over a year and we are still going strong. 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 If you would like to set up a meeting for 
the women of your church, cluster, or just a cou-
ple of WELCA friends, please contact Christeen 
Yerby at cyerby@bellsouth.net and she will be 
glad get you started.  Once Christeen has sched-
uled your meeting she will send everyone in-
volved an invitation with all the information you 
need.  All you have to do is clink on the link to 
your meeting, enter the Meeting ID and pass-
word when prompted - and Voila!  You are 
Zooming! 

http://www.daysforgirls.org
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2021-2022 Executive Board 

Southeastern Synod Women of the ELCA 

Shirley Connelly, President 
Leadership Training 

4746 Riverroad Trail 
Snellville, GA 30039 

slconnelly@gmail.com 
770-891-5513 

Beth Drane, Vice President; 
Mission:  Growth, Katie’s Table 
Cluster 6 Agape Board Rep 
Cluster Liaison Committee 

4312 Lorena Lane 
Maryville, TN 37804 

Tenneliz2000@yahoo.com 
865-681-5987 

Louise Iconis, Secretary; 
Mission: Growth, ARG, BOR, 
Website and Facebook Admin 
Cluster 5 Mission Board Rep 

1540 Diplomat Drive 
Cumming, GA 30041 

louise@iconis.com 
C 404-769-8253   
H 470-239-4091 

Diana Palma, Treasurer 
Mission: Community 
Cluster 7 Diaspora Board Rep 
Cluster Liaison Committee 

312 Honey Locust Court 

Peachtree City, GA 30296 
palmadbmax@gmail.com 
404-667-6290 

Bernice Bland, Mission: Growth 
Cluster 4 Magi Board Rep 

4262 Village Square Lane 
Stone Mountain, GA 30083 

bernice.bland@gmail.com 
404-423-6563 

Gabriele “Sissy” Gifford 
Mission:  Community 
Cluster 9 Gulf Coast Board Rep 

 P.O. Box 21 
Midland City, AL 36350 

ggiff819@aol.com 
334-798-9756 

Gloria B. Martin, Mission: Action 
Cluster 2 Good N.E.W.S. Board Rep 

3461 Tarragon Drive                                                                                                          
Decatur, GA 30034-6212 

gvbmartin@yahoo.com                                                                                                                             
404-510 6338 

Barb Miller, Mission: Community 
Cluster 8 The King Board Rep 
Cluster Liaison Committee 

2207 Calderwood Hwy 
Maryville, TN 37801 

barbs0066@bellsouth.net 
702 -210-2620 

Kat Julius, Mission:Action 
Cluster 1 Ebenzer Board Rep 

412 Gwaltney Drive 
Dothan, AL  36303 

gramkat@comcast.net 
954-494-8846 

Christeen Yerby, Mission: Action 
Cluster 3 Trinity Board Rep 

225 Bellecour Court SW  
Atlanta, GA 30331 

cyerby@bellsouth.net 
404-790-6774 

Non-Board 

Barbara Schwanebeck 
Convention Registrar 

277 Mossy Way, NW 
Kennesaw, GA  30152 

barbara.schwanebeck@gmail.com  
770-427-7808 

Linda Few 
AV Administrator 

1109 Oriole Dr SW 
Atlanta, GA 30311 

fewbaby@bellsouth.net 
C 404-556-5858 H 404-755-5658 

Margery Kellar 
Triennial Promoter 

1686 Bristol Drive NE 
Atlanta, GA  30329 

margery.kellar@gmail.com 
404-803-9404 

Janice Hawkins 
Lutheran World Relief Key Leader 

4315 Bending River Trail 
Lilburn, GA 30047 

jchawkin@bellsouth.net 
770-712-6090 

Kathy Hill 
Newsletter Editor 

210 Ridge Run 
Stockbridge, GA  30281 

kathyshill1@gmail.com 
404-310-7112 

Carolyn Nottingham Davis 
SE Synod Liaison 

P.O. Box 400 
Decatur, GA 30031 

cdavis@elca-ses.org 
404-589-1977 

Women of the ELCA Churchwide 

  

8765 West Higgins Rd. 

Chicago, IL  60631-4189 

www.womenoftheelca.org 
800-638-3522, Ext. 2730 

mailto:Tenneliz2000@yahoo.com
mailto:louise@iconis.com
mailto:palmadbmax@gmail.com
mailto:bernice.bland@gmail.com
mailto:ggiff819@aol.com
mailto:gvbmartin@yahoo.com
mailto:barbo1@bellsouth.net
mailto:gramkat@comcast.net
mailto:cyerby@bellsouth.net
mailto:barbara.schwanebeck@gmail.com
mailto:fewbaby@bellsouth.net
mailto:margery.kellar@gmail.com
mailto:jchawkin@bellsouth.net
mailto:kathyshill1@gmail.com
mailto:cdavis@elca-ses.org
tel:(404)%20589-1977
http://www.womenoftheelca.org
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