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Jars of Clay: We Are Vessels
By Claretta Wenae Light

The theme of the 2021 Convention of the
Southeastern Synod Women of the ELCA , “Jars
of Clay” was a common thread of wondrous spirituality and spontaneity caused by the power of
the Triune God and the servitude of the Women
of the ELCA.
The event, which was held at Redeemer Lutheran Church in downtown Atlanta and online,
opened with music provided by the women of St.
Mark Lutheran Church. Our organization listened to a song which resonated with every
member present, “The Potter Wants to Put You
Back Together Again.”
Pastor Karen Boda, Assistant to the Bishop
for Congregational Life in the ELCA Southeastern Synod, led opening worship in which she revealed that she frequently makes pottery. One
time she made a pot with imperfections and
while in the bisque stage and somewhat vulnerable, her instructor handed her a wooden spoon
and she patterned the pottery with the spoon to
distract the eyes from the imperfections. She
noted from this experience that though she may
not be perfect, God shapes her into something
functional and beautiful. Boda exclaimed, “In
Jesus all that distorts us, all dies in Jesus. Jesus
is the new creation in our lives. We all have stories that make us special to God, the times we
have been shaped and molded into God’s chosen
vessel.”
After a welcome from Louise Iconis, in which
there were some technical difficulties, even the
times of Covid-19 could not rain on our event,
we remained triumphant with 28 voting members and 120 participants in total.
Bishop Kevin Strickland, who provided our
synod update, spoke of chaotic times and upheavals. Strickland preached, “We point to a
God even when our hearts break, we do not lose
heart.” Strickland went on to say, “I encourage
you to pray for your ministers and not lose

heart.” He also reminded our group of the diversity and justice program which is rapidly growing. Additionally, Bishop Strickland reported
that from August to December, 8 congregational
pastors will be ordained.
Our keynote speaker, John Moeller, proclaimed, “We are here as mature Christians; we
are still broken and have so much to learn.”
Moeller went on to state, “Jesus is not evidently
present, but is with us in the world. Jesus takes
us to be participants in action, we get to do what
Jesus does. Jesus stated, “Very truly I tell you,
the one who believes in me, will do the works I
(JARS continued on page 2)
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Etc … you get it… share some of your ideas
with the board.
The gosl is that we need to stay connected.
Our WELCA SWO has a tool available for you to
use ‘Zoom’ and we are happy to help you use it.
Yes, you can use it for your circle. We are happy
to set up a meeting for your group. But if you
have an idea you would like to share with the
Synod send it to me and we’ll try to work it out
and get it online.
I can’t wait to see your smiling faces!
Blessings,
Shirley 


Reflections of
the President

By
Shirley
Connelly

I’m Excited!
We’ve started a new WELCA year, most of our
congregational units have some new members
on their boards and we are all busy planning
what we are going to do during this upcoming
time. We have so many ideas now that they are
springing out from our heads, we’re thinking
about how we can expand our circles, new
friends we can make, what type of events we may
be able to do together in the spring, and how we
can raise funds to support many of the missions
we are passionate about.
I’m Excited!
We just had our first virtual convention and
120 women joined us online via Zoom! Oh –
My - Gosh! I didn’t see it happening … but it
did! So now I am envisioning all sorts of things
we can do ladies! We can get through this pandemic and we can stay connected - we’ll Zoom
thru it!
Think About it!
We can connect online – We Can Be Creative – we successfully did an online craft
at the convention – why can’t we gather together and do some online classes? If you can’t
get out and about – stay in and join us online.
I’m looking for your input. Tell me your
thoughts and if we can make it happen – we will
do it.

Some Ideas to get started!
 Bible Studies – they don’t have to be limited
to just your circles – we can have some that
spill across the synod and you can meet new
people.
 Health Improvement Classes – exercise classes, yoga classes, meditation classes
 Growth – discuss articles from Gather Magazine, Café , etc
 Book Clubs, Dinner clubs
 Prayer Groups
 Discussion Groups – discuss ideas about how
to expand a community service project or
how to setup a community service project
 What about inviting a guest speaker?

(JARS continued from page 1)
do, and even greater works.”
Moeller told of a deaf and blind refugee who
came to America that Inspiritus helped. An Inspiritus manager went to check on this refugee
and found that she was not matriculating. The
Inspiritus program got her enrolled into the
school of the blind, now she gets on a Marta bus
and is in a program and she in now “alive.”,
Moeller stated. Moeller exclaimed, “Just like
this refugee, we will get a chance to do better
things, although we are just merely pots of clay.”
Shirley Connelly was elected by our group to
be President. Barb Miller, Gabriele Gifford and
Christeen Yerby were elected as Board Members.
Just as Louise Iconis stated in her workshop,
“Human beings are instruments unto God. God
uses what is fragile so that there is no mistake.
God sustains us through our hardships. The
apostles carried the Gospel message, and it was
the strength. God has placed treasure in each
one of us.”
Amen to a sister conference well done!!!
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Thank You Patti
By Shirley Connelly

I want to extend a heartfelt
“Thank you” to our Past
President, Patti Austin and express my personal thanks and
appreciation for all of her
work during her term as President. Patti was very much a
guiding force and with her
years of experience, provided
direction and guidance to her
fellow board members. I know
that Patti is much loved by the women of the
Southeastern Synod.
Patti presided over the Southeastern Synod
Women of the ELCA as president during 2018 2021 and through what was a very exciting and
very challenging period with some ‘Firsts’ even
occurring during her tenure.
Embrace Grace was
the 2019 convention we
held in Pigeon Forge, TN
that Patti first presided over
and we all had a grand time
in the lovely city graced by
Dolly Parton. I know quite
a few women extended their
stays with family vacations and visits including
Dollywood.
Along came 2020, which brought us to a
standstill with the Covid-19 virus and everyone
was confined to home with little engagement
outside of their own homes; church services became limited to online or outside, or drive-by
communion only. And so we waited: for a miracle, … a vaccine, … a way to connect with each
other. Patti authorized the Southeastern Synod
Women of the ELCA to purchase Zoom and we
were able to start to reconnect, the board was
able to meet via Zoom meetings and some
WELCA Circles opted to use our WELCA Zoom
License to start to host Bible Study meetings
over the net. A ‘First’ - we were entering the
age of “Zoom” - meeting over the internet something we were not really used to doing. We
were just starting to connect by the fall of 2020.
However, we then had to cancel our convention
in Marietta due to the virus. So Patti continued
on planning for 2021.
However, during 2020 Hilton became ill, and
Patti needed to devote her attention to her hus-

band while he received treatment for cancer.
Yet she still found time to tend to her duties as
President.
As 2021 arrived so did the Covid-19 vaccine
and hope that everything would be getting closer
to normal, we would soon be back in church attending worship services, though a bit different
due to precautions.
In February of 2021 Hilton, passed away and
Patti continues to grieve from the loss of her
husband and best friend. Please continue to
keep Patti in your prayers.
As we turned our attention to our 2021 convention to be held in Marietta, GA we found that
we still needed to be cautious. Patti determined
that we still needed to take care of our members
and not expose them to any unnecessary risks,
so the decision was made on another ‘First’, A
Virtual Convention. Thank the Lord for the
women of Cluster 3, they did an outstanding job
as hosts in planning and executing this Virtual
Convention held on Zoom and hosted at Lutheran Church of the Redeemer in Atlanta on September 18, 2021.
As I conclude this article, I just want to reach
out to thank Patti, for all her time and talent that
she has shared with the Southeastern Synod
Women of the ELCA. Also to let her know that
she has been much appreciated and loved by all
of us, and hope that she continues to be a presence among us and shares her experience with
us. 

OUR PURPOSE
“As a community of women
created in the image of God,

called to discipleship in Jesus
Christ, and empowered by the
Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves
to grow in faith, affirm our gifts,
support one another in our
callings, engage in ministry and
action, and promote healing and
wholeness in the church, the
society, and the world.”
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Meet Your New
Board Members
Barbara
Miller
I was born in Iowa
and lived in Las Vegas,
NV for 40 years. I have
been married 55 years
and have two children
and three grandchildren.
Fifteen years ago we moved to Maryville, TN to
be close to our daughter and granddaughters.
As a lifelong Lutheran I have belonged to St Paul
in Maryville, TN since 2007. I have been involved with church council, choir and WELCA. I
have been involved with the WELCA Board since
2007 and was member at large for cluster 6. My
work with WELCA includes hosting cluster
meetings, Christmas Brunches, Spring Tea Parties, and WELCA dinners. I have also helped
with the making of school kits, health kits, and
baby kits for Lutheran World Relief. I'm interested in justice and helping to end human trafficking. I am looking forward toward more programs to further unite and strengthen Women of
the ELCA. 

Christeen
Raines
Yerby
I am Christeen Raines
Yerby, member of Emmanuel
Lutheran
Church, recent retiree
from AT&T and longtime
metro Atlanta resident. I hail from the classic
city of Athens, GA where I grew up with six siblings and I am the third oldest. I am married to
Gerald Yerby.
I am active with the Women of Emmanuel,
co-chair of the Fellowship committee and have
participated in other activities such as Trunk or
Treat, helping to plan the church anniversary,
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sewing pillow case dresses for little girls in Africa, Fall Festival and on the Transition Team. I
have a love for service and have worked with organizations such as the United Way, Atlanta
Community Food Bank and American Cancer
Society.
I attended Georgia State University where I
earned a Bachelor of Science degree. I’m a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. where
I’ve been able to indulge my love of service by co
-chairing the Education committee which
awards scholarships to high school seniors for
college. Additionally, we sew dresses for the little girls of Africa, and I have worked at the annual Health Fair among other activities.
I love to read, travel, and go to the theater although the travel and theater have been on hold
for me since the pandemic. It has allowed me to
catch up on some reading. I am excited to work
with and support the WELCA board in any capacity that I can. 

Louise

Iconis
Louise Iconis has been
appointed to serve as the
secretary of the synodical
board to fill the unexpired term of Shirley
Connelly who was elected president at our convention on September 18.
She attended her first synodical convention in
1992 with her mother, Caroline Gammell, and
has not missed one since! She has been active in
the Women of the ELCA for many years and has
served as a leader at the congregational and
cluster levels. She has also served one term as a
member of the synodical board and four terms
as the synodical president.
Louise worked as a dental hygienist for over
40 years but retired in 2018. Her husband Kevin was an airline pilot and traveled all over the
world before he retired in 2017. They traveled a
lot before the pandemic and hope to resume
their travels soon. They enjoy spending time
with their two married sons that live in the Atlanta area and three granddaughters, Isabelle
(twelve), Sophie (eight) and Aria (five). 
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THE STEWARDSHIP OF TIME
By
Janice
Hawkins

2020/2021 INGATHERING
REPORT
By Janice Hawkins

It was great to be able to hold our Lutheran
World Relief Ingatherings again, after cancelling
them in 2020. Some individuals and groups had
continued to make quilts and put kits together,
but I think most of our collection was left from
2020 when not too many groups were meeting
at all.
Our totals for the 2020/2021 collection were:
 Quilts: 4236 (This was exactly the same
number as in 2019)
 Personal Care Kits: 3050
 School Kits: 4163
 Baby Care Kits: 1013
 Fabric Kits: 84
 Total weight of all items: 36,250 pounds
Since LWR is no longer accepting bulk soap,
which usually totals about 4,000 lbs, this is
amazing. Bulk soap is no longer being accepted
because many partners are sourcing soap within
their own country, which is good for local economies. Please continue to include soap in Personal Care Kits and Baby Care Kits.
In addition to not accepting bulk soap, LWR
is no longer accepting fleece-tied blankets. They
are also discouraging including fleece blankets
and jackets in Baby Care Kits. When fleece is
washed, microfibers are released into the environment. The older fleece gets, the more it
sheds. This can have a negative impact – particularly on water sources – in the places where
LWR works.
Please click on the link for the most recent
Fall 2021 issue of LWR “Faith in Action”. I was
interviewed during the summer about what it
takes to hold successful Ingatherings and the
article is in the most current issue. There is also
information in this issue about how to order
your Quilt & Kit Affinity Pin. It is a beautiful pin
that needs to be worn by every participant making LWR mission quilts and kits.
https://lwr.org/downloads/fall-2021-faithaction 

By Edith Blake and Ellen Greene

Rick Warren, in his book The
Purpose Driven Life: What on
Earth Am I Here For?, says:
“Time is your most precious gift
because you have only a set
amount of it. You can make
more money, but you can't
make more time. When you
give someone your time, you
are giving them a portion of
your life that you'll never get
back. Your time is your life. That is why the
greatest gift you can give someone is your time.
It is not enough just to say relationships are important; we must prove it by investing time in
them. Words alone are worthless. ‘My children,
our love should not be just words and talk; it
must be true love, which shows itself in action.’
Relationships take time and effort, and the best
way to spell love is ‘T-I-M-E.’”
Time is one of those things that cannot be explained in words. Just like God, it really makes
you think about how amazing time really is. In
many places in Scripture, God is explained to
live in a different realm in terms of time. It’s
amazing to think that time itself is actually a gift
from God. Let us give thanks to God for the mysterious and wondrous gift of time, talents, and
treasures, and rejoice in knowing that in the fulfillment of God’s kingdom, all of time shall be
gathered together for eternity.
Copied with permission from the winter 2017 Visions newsletter of the Virginia Women of the ELCA
SWO

Editor’s note
Thank you to the ladies that have just been elected or appointed to board positions and to those continuing on the board for another year. Thank you to
the ladies that were elected as cluster leaders and to
those continuing to serve as cluster leaders. Thank
you to the ladies that continued to serve on the
board and as cluster leaders for an extra year when
our 2020 convention and spring cluster meetings
were cancelled due to the pandemic. And thank you
to the many, many ladies that have volunteered in
the past to serve on our synodical board and as
cluster leaders. We are fortunate indeed to have so
many talented, creative, gifted women serving the
Southeastern Women of the ELCA SWO. I know
your time is precious and I thank you for sharing it
with us. We need bold women like you to give of
your time for our organization to continue. 
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Tidbits
from the
Treasurer
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By
Karen
Andrews

Once you are enrolled, all you need to do is
choose who you wish to pay using the preferred
email address. To send money to SES WELCA:
1. Open your banking app or online site

CONVENTION UPDATE
Usually most of our money is collected during convention and some will come in later
through the mail. However, this year’s virtual
convention changed that. All monies had to be
mailed. As of September 25th, this is what has
been received:
Love offering (WELCA Churchwide) $1541.92
 In Kind giving (MUST Ministries) - $900
 Katie’s Table - $873.83 Payments from the
silent auction are not included.
 LWR Shipping - $2688.14


We will have an update in the January 2022
edition.

2. Select to send a recipient money via Zelle
3.

Enter
our
email
address:
WWW.WELCASESYNOD@GMAIL.COM

Giving to SES WELCA

Have you been looking for an electronic way to
send your offerings to the SES WELCA? You
can now use Zelle to send in your regular, cluster, love, or any other offering! It is easy, safe,
and simple and probably already available from
your bank or credit union.
You can find the Zelle option by logging into
your banking institution or credit union either
via your mobile banking app or online banking.
Click Here for a List of Bank Partners and Credit Unions

4. Enter the amount to send
5. Enter any notes you wish, i.e. – congregation #, regular offering
6. That’s it! The funds will be deposited directly into the SES WELCA account
For more information on how to use Zelle, follow this link: How Zelle Works
Blessings,
Karen Andrews, Treasurer
151 Coyote Pass, Unit #14,
Panama City Beach, FL 32407 
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Mark your calendars! We are already planning for our next convention. It will be held
September 16-18, 2022 (pandemic permitting) at the Hilton Marietta Hotel & Conference Center in Marietta, Georgia, site of our
2010 convention. Watch for more details in
the coming issues of the Weaver, our Facebook
page,
and
on
our
website
at
www.seswelca.com.
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So Much Beauty in our
“Jars of Clay”!
By Diana Palma

On Saturday, September 18, 2021, 120
Women of the SE Synod of the ELCA
(WELCA) gathered for the Thirty-Third Annual Convention at the Lutheran Church of
the Redeemer in Atlanta. This hybrid of virtual and in-person format launched a unique
and bold new direction for our generation.
Those attending in-person from Redeemer’s
congregation included Pastor Jenny McLellan, Sharon Jeffries, Kathy Hill, Jennie Mae
Smith, and Diana Palma.
Tennessee, and Mississippi. We enjoyed the
morning worship service, address from Bishop
Strickland, business meeting, ministry updates, and featured Keynote Speaker, John
Moeller of Inspiritus. One of the most inspiring messages each year is the report on
WELCA donations to Lutheran World Relief.
This year a record of 36, 250 pounds of donations (4236 quilts and 8286 kits) were received
at our SE Synod’s Ingathering in August. As
we flowed through the afternoon workshops
we prayed and pondered how the Bible guides
us in our roles as our Lord’s “earthen vessels”
to carry forward the work of Jesus in the world
today.
I considered it no small miracle that so
many of us were able to maneuver through the
challenges of the pandemic—including our
mastery of technology- to boldly persevere now
in our work as Lutheran women.
We greatly appreciate the professional guidance of Bob Boyd and his team at Redeemer

The beauty of seeing the 50 Zoom screens
coming from around the S E Synod attendees
plus the 25+ in-person participants meeting
for the first time in two years was a great inspiration to each of us. Some women joined
from home, and some gathered in their
churches from around Georgia, Alabama,
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ed until we can meet in person. Your newest
member to the Board, Christeen Yerby, is your
Zoom coordinator. Christeen can reserve a time
and date for your upcoming Zoom event. Her
contact is cyerby@bellsouth.net 

East Tennessee Delegation
By Beth Drane

for our technical and operational success
throughout the day. All women of the Lutheran Church are invited to join our WELCA
events throughout the year. Contact Diana
Palma (text or call 404- 667-6290) at any time
to find out more.

Jars of Clay Recap
By Bernie Bland

It has been a pleasure and privilege serving on
the board for the past year. What a blessing interacting with you all on the Virtual WELCA
Convention - Jars of Clay.
My recap of Convention: The worship service
was awesome. The music and worship presentations offered by St. Marks provided an atmosphere of the presence of the Holy Spirit. Pastor
Karen Boda lead us through the worship and
shared the story of her imperfect pottery that
has become a treasured and proudly displayed
vessel. Although I did not have my own elements, it was joyful to commune together in the
Sacrament of Holy Communion. This experience serves to remind me that as a vessel, a jar
of clay, “for where there are two or three gathered together in my name, there am I in the
midst of them.” (Matt 18:20). But I sure do
miss the hugs!!
We have purchased a ZOOM account that
your clusters, congregational units, or circles
can access to continue virtual gatherings. Some
of suggestions for using it are Bible studies and
crafting. What about planning a monthly virtual
“WELCA Dining-In,” catered to and for women
who would appreciate dining with sisters of
faith while staying safe? Or a tea party? With a
bit of creativity and ZOOM, we can remain unit-

Greetings from East Tennessee. Five members of St. Paul Lutheran Church, Maryville, TN
attended the virtual convention Jars of Clay.
Elaine Fisher (delegate), Patty Harmon (Unit
President), Ann Munson (unit Secretary), Barbara Miller (nominee for the board) and yours
truly Beth Drane (Vice President of SES
WELCA)
We gathered in one of the Sunday School
rooms with a large screen TV, coffee and breakfast pastries and comfy chairs. The convention
opened with a worship service and we participated in communion with our sisters across the
area. Except for a glitch in the sound the convention progressed smooth.
The delegates voted for the nominee for the
board via Zoom the weekend before and the
elected members were announced during the
convention. Our own Barbara Miller was elected to the board.
After a lunch of pizza and salad, we attended
the Jars of Clay workshop and had a great time
making our jars. As much as we enjoyed the
day we all look forward to meeting in person
next year in Georgia.

Silent Auction for Katie’s Table
By Beth Drane

Because of the need to hold this year’s convention via Zoom, we were unable to have
Katie’s table. It was decided to offer gift certificates for a silent auction. Bids were emailed to
Beth Drane. Many thanks to all who sent in bids.
At the end of the convention the winners were:







Jean Minkin – Dicks Sporting Goods
Timmeko Parks – Cracker Barrel
Ann Munson – Michaels and Amazon
Janice Hawkins – Amazon
Elaine Fisher – Ulta,
Beth Drane – Amazon 
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Photos from 2021 SES WELCA Virtual Convention

Setting up the Technology at Base of Operations Redeemer, Atlanta

Jars of Clay theme was evident everywhere at Redeemer

Our Churchwide Rep was
CW President Lisa Plorin

Stretch & Sing with
Dana Lee Smith

Lutheran World Relief Report from Janice Hawkins

Our Chaplin, Pastor
Karen Boda led worship
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Photos from 2021 SES WELCA Virtual Convention

Keynote Speaker
John Moeller of
MUST Ministries

Bishop Kevin Strickland

President Patti Austin,
Secretary Shirley Connelly and
Parliamentarian Jennie Mae Smith

Board Member
Terry Chongulia

Some of the virtual attendees at the convention

Catered Lunch at Redeemer

Worship Service

Invitation to 2022 Convention
by Cluster 2

Jars of Clay Workshop

Goodbye and Happy Hour
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Tuesday Noon in Prayer
By Kathy Hill

How many of you recognize
the “Monday Prayer at Noon”
logo? Monday Prayer at Noon
was a creation of the Lutheran Women's Cooperating
Committee sometime before
2006 I think. I am not sure if
this committee even exists
today, but back then it was
comprised of leadership of
the women’s organizations of
the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America, the Lutheran Church in Canada,
and the Lutheran ChurchMissouri Synod. The committee came together to “seek
the best available knowledge and practice for
addressing its issues and opportunities.” And
“Monday Prayer at Noon” was their creation to
give an opportunity for Lutheran sisters around
the world to take time to pray together Mondays
at noon. There were specific prayers for each
Monday. They were listed on the WELCA website at the beginning of each month. I thought
this was a good idea having women around the
world praying the same prayer at the same time
(within their time zone). So, I would download
the prayers at the beginning of each month. I
still have some of them saved to my old desktop.
And I did try to pray Mondays at noon, but it
was a little difficult. I was still teaching full time
and my lunch was not at noon so most Mondays
I did not actually mange to pray at noon. After a
while it kind of fell to the wayside for me.
Now we have Tuesday Noon in Prayer. A little different, but really the same. Instead of new
prayers every Monday, we have the same prayers every Tuesday. And this time I am retired so
I should easily be able to pray every Tuesday at
noon – right? Back to that in a minute. This is a
call to prayer in the time of a pandemic. We
start with scripture, Romans 8:38-39. For I am
persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things
present, nor things to come, nor height, nor
depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to
separate us from the love of God, which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord. Then there are nine petitions to pray. You can follow each petition by
naming specific individuals or needs, and even
additional petitions if you feel so led. Next

there are questions to reflect on and even journal if you feel so inspired. Last, a final scripture
from 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18. For we will rejoice always, pray without ceasing and give
thanks in all circumstances. The prayer only
takes a minute or two or five—however much
you want to add.
So can I commit to praying every Tuesday at
noon? I am retired with no children or grandchildren at home. I should easily be able to pray
at noon every Tuesday. Are the rest of you retired ladies as busy in retirement as I am? Some
days I feel like I am busier now than I was when
I was teaching full time and raising three girls.
My neighbors used to comment on how much
they saw me on the road taking the girls here
and there, then picking them up, or sometimes
just me going to a meeting. Now their comment
is that they hardly see me at all because I am literally rarely at home.
When I first learned of Tuesday Noon in Prayer I put a reminder on my cell phone to help me
to not forget. (I had no cell phone in the days of
Monday Prayer at Noon). I downloaded the
prayer sheet and put it in my datebook. My
phone would beep the reminder and I would pull
out the prayer sheet and say the prayers. I really
felt good about these prayers. This is important.
A lot of people are dying during this pandemic
and people are being scammed. Our healthcare
workers are overworked and putting their lives
at risk. We all need to be praying.
Our St. Timothy Special Unit meets on the
2nd Tuesday. I took the prayer sheet and led the
prayers at a couple of meetings when we started
back meeting in person. But then I was not able
to attend the meetings because family obligations kept me away. I can still pray on my own,
even though most Tuesdays I was not at home.
And one Tuesday at noon I did not have my
datebook with me, so no prayer sheet. Another
Tuesday my prayer sheet was not in my datebook. At that particular time my location had no
Wi-Fi and no cell service. When I get back home
to Wi-Fi and a printer I can download it again.
The next Tuesday I was in a doctor’s office talking with the doctor and the next Tuesday I was
driving my mother to the doctor. And then driving myself home, and sitting in the chair at the
dentist office having my teeth cleaned and etc.
And then one day when my phone beeped the
reminder, I realized that I really didn’t have to
have my prayer sheet to pray. I know enough to
tell God what is in my heart and pray my peti-
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tions. And so I did. And now when Tuesday at
noon comes I can pray while sitting in the doctor’s office waiting. I can turn off the radio and
pray while I am driving. Wherever I am, I can
pray, and it feels good to pray. It feels good to
talk to God and share what is in my heart about
this pandemic (even though He already knows).
And there are many more women all over the
world praying these petitions to God also. If you
have been praying on Tuesday at noon I hope
you will continue. If you have not, I hope you
will
start.
Go
to
https://
www.womenoftheelca.org/blog/news/pray-with
-lutheran-women-across-the-church-everytuesday-at-noon to download the prayer sheet to
get you started. 

Have you had your dose of
Daily Grace today?

Daily Grace is an on-the-go companion for
your journey, offering a faith reflection every
day. You can encounter God’s extravagant,
boundless and often surprising grace each day.
There are three ways to get it. You can go to
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/blog/
category/daily-graceand and read it each day or
by signing up for a daily email message at the
website. You can also download the newly updated app for your IOS and Android devices. 

Communion
elements for
the worship
service at
convention

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE

Not filled with Christmas joy and happiness?
Our Blue Christmas Service offers a safe place to
bring your grief, fear, and loss. Brief readings.
Quiet and reflective music. Prayers. All are welcome. Go to https://www.womenoftheelca.org/
event/blue-christmas-service to register to participate in the Blue Christmas Service. The service (webinar) will take place at 7 pm CST (that
is 8:00 pm EST) on Monday, December 21,
2021, via Zoom. After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the webinar. 

Do you have photos from the 2021 convention
that you would like to share? Please email
them to the editor for inclusion in the next
Southeastern Weaver.
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Given Voice Bible Study
By Kathy Hill

With the pandemic curtailing our cluster
meetings and keeping us from seeing one another clusters 2 and 3 decided to start a Zoom Bible
Study in February 2021. The Given Voice Bible
Study is written by Linda Few and delves into the
lives of women in the Bible. Although women
were considered second class citizens during Bible times, they served Christ in their own way
and they were a big part of getting things done
for Christ. This has been an excellent study of
these women telling their story and relating
their
story
to
us
today.
We have studied eight women so far but have
many more yet to come. We meet the third Sunday of the month at 7:00 pm. The Zoom link is
actually the same each month, but if you register
you will get a reminder email with a pdf of that
month’s study. Join us each month as we delve
into the lives of these bold women.
Link:
us02web.zoom.us/j/87286573683?
pwd=NTM3Ti9aazFWUEdlNHQxNlgzWTlKQT0
9
Meeting ID: 872 8657 3683
Passcode: 262902 

Answers to Bible Trivia from the
July 2021 issue

Who Asked God the Question?
1. “Why is my pain perpetual, and my wound incurable?” (hint: a prophet) Jeremiah (15:18)
2. “Shall I go and smite these Philistines?” (hint:
a king) David (1 Samuel 23:1-2)
3. “Am I my brother’s keeper?” Cain (Genesis
4:9)
4. “Lord, wilt thou slay also a righteous nation?” (hint: a king) Abimelech (Genesis 20:4)
5. “Shall not the judge of all the earth do
right?” (hint: a patriarch) Abraham (Genesis
18:25)
6. “Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh?”
Moses (Exodus 3:10-11)
7. “Ah, Lord God, wilt thou make a full end of the
remnant of Israel?” (hint: a prophet) Ezekiel
(11:13)
8. “Behold, I am vile; what shall I answer
thee?” (hint: a righteous man) Job (40:3-4) 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
To mobilize women to act boldly

on their faith in Jesus Christ.

The Southeastern Weaver

December 2021—Page 15

2021-2022 Executive Board
Southeastern Synod Women of the ELCA
Shirley Connelly, President
Leadership Training

4746 Riverroad Trail
Snellville, GA 30039

slconnelly@gmail.com
770-891-5513

Beth Drane, Vice President;
Mission: Community, Katie’s Table
Cluster 6 Agape Board Rep

4312 Lorena Lane
Maryville, TN 37804

Tenneliz2000@yahoo.com
865-681-5987

Louise Iconis, Secretary;
Mission: Growth, ARG, BOR,
Website and Facebook Admin

1540 Diplomat Drive
Cumming, GA 30041

louise@iconis.com
C 404-769-8253 H 470-239-4091

Karen Andrews, Treasurer
Mission: Growth
Cluster 1 Ebenezer Board Rep

151 Coyote Pass, Unit #14
Panama City Beach, FL
32407

karenand@yahoo.com
678-972-6653

Bernice Bland, Mission: Community
Cluster 4 Magi Board Rep

4262 Village Square Lane
bernice.bland@gmail.com
Stone Mountain, GA 30083 404-423-6563

Gabriele “Sissy” Gifford
Mission: Action
Cluster 9 Gulf Coast Board Rep

P.O. Box 21
Midland City, AL 36350

ggiff819@aol.com
334-789-9756

Gloria B. Martin, Mission: Action
Cluster 2 Good N.E.W.S, Board Rep

3461 Tarragon Drive
Decatur, GA 30034-6212

gvbmartin@yahoo.com
404-510 6338

Barb Miller, Mission: Growth
Cluster 8 The King Board Rep

2207 Calderwood Hwy
Maryville, TN 37801

barbo1@bellsouth.net
702 -210-2620

Diana Palma, Mission: Community
Cluster 7 Diaspora Board Rep,
Cluster Liaison

410 Pebblestone Circle SE
Marietta, GA 30067

palmadbmax@gmail.com
404-667-6290

Christeen Yerby, Mission: Action
Cluster 3 Trinity Board Rep

225 Bellecour Court SW
Atlanta, GA 30331

cyerby@bellsouth.net
404-790-6774

Barbara Schwanebeck
Convention Registrar

277 Mossy Way, NW
Kennesaw, GA 30152

barbara.schwanebeck@gmail.com
770-427-7808

Linda Few
AV Administrator

1109 Oriole Dr SW
Atlanta, GA 30311

fewbaby@bellsouth.net
C 404-556-5858 H 404-755-5658

Janice Hawkins
Lutheran World Relief Key Leader

4315 Bending River Trail
Lilburn, GA 30047

jchawkin@bellsouth.net
770-712-6090

Kathy Hill
Newsletter Editor

210 Ridge Run
Stockbridge, GA 30281

kathyshill1@gmail.com
404-310-7112

Carolyn Nottingham Davis
SE Synod Liaison

P.O. Box 400
Decatur, GA 30031

cdavis@elca-ses.org
404-589-1977

Margery Kellar
Triennial Promoter

1686 Bristol Drive NE
Atlanta, GA 30329

margery.kellar@gmail.com
404-803-9404

Women of the ELCA Churchwide

8765 West Higgins Rd.
Chicago, IL 60631-4189

www.womenoftheelca.org
800-638-3522, Ext. 2730

Non-Board

The Southeastern Weaver

Southeastern Synod of Women of the ELCA
210 Ridge Run
Stockbridge, GA 30281-3339

Put
stamp
here

DATED MATERIAL
PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY

(HARDCOPY SUBSCRIBERS: Check your mailing label for your expiration date)

Southeastern Weaver

Subscription Request Form
Name: _________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________
City: ______________________ State:_________ Zip Code: ________
Phone Number (hard copy subscriptions)__________________________
Email Address: ____________________________________________
The Southeastern Weaver is published four times per year. The cost of a oneyear mailed subscription is $10.00 or you may subscribe for the FREE email
version.
Send your subscription order with checks made payable to: Southeastern Synod
Women of the ELCA for the hard copy version to the Newsletter Editor at the
address shown above in the upper left corner. For the FREE email
version email your email address to the newsletter editor.

Thank you for your continued support!

